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Welcome Fellow Ralliers to the 5th issue. 

May I thank you for your comments and contributions to this copy.  

Jackie  

 

 

Winner Takes All 

Christmas Draw 

2013  
  

 

The Winner Takes All draw was drawn at the Christmas Party rally at 
Furze Platt School on 14th of December during the Saturday evening and 

the total was a record £370 
 

It was won by NICK EDEN’S syndicate, entry No 149.  Nick then donated 
his share of the winnings to Alan & Lottie McNeil’s Philippines Typhoon Appeal fund. 

 
This was an exceptional gesture of generosity by this Berkshire member 

to the people whom lost everything in that recent serious world disaster. 
 

Thank you so much Nick! 
 

From 
CHRIS BEVAN     BCC Winner Takes All and 200 Club Officer 

 

 

 

 

The New Rally Book 

The Chairman & committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

Rally Officers that have volunteered their time to run rallies this year. 

Without Rally Officers we have no rallies.   
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200 Club winners 

September: Millie Ward, Harold Mars & Chris Bevan.  
  
October: Cyril Taylor, Marie Woodward & Philip Ward. 
 
December: Ashton Dopson, Ollie Heath & Philip Haynes. 
 
January 1st: Austin Gray, Pauline Bevan & June Webb. 
 

Chris Bevan is the man you need.  He looks after all your 

entries and will issue you with the numbers.  You can enter at 

any time of the year - just fill out a form. 

The 200 club is held 11 times in a year; there are three cash 

prizes of £25, £15 and £10 every time it is drawn. 
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Draw Dates 200 Club for 2014 

 

  9th March   Wargrave                                31st August   Walton- on- Thames 

30th March   Overton                                  28th Sept.       Fordingbridge    

27th April      Old Windsor                           26th Oct.        TBA 

26th May      Exbury Gardens                        9th Nov.       Wokingham 

29th June      Cookham                                    4th Jan.       Badshot Lea 

20th July       Medmenham 

    

 

                                Dates may change under certain circumstances.   

                                                       Will update where possible.               

Click here to request an entry form for the 200 Club 

for 2014. 

    

 

Editors Ear 

Do you have something to say or share with your fellow ralliers? (Jokes, 
recipes, tips or a good bargain maybe?)  Open to offers, polite ones please.  
Did you have a good/not so good time when you were last on the rally field? 
Maybe you would like to give the next rally you run a mention. 
Let me know by phone, e-mail bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com or next time you 
see me, I will do my upmost to get it in the next Stag for you. The Stag only 
works for you if you make the effort to forward information to be printed. 
 
The Stag is here for you!  
Newsletter Editor: Jackie Stevens 

  

mailto:berkshirecc@googlemail.com?subject=200%20Club%20Entry%20Form%20requested
mailto:bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com?subject=Item%20for%20newsletter
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Buckinghamshire Autumn Fayre Rally report 

Stockwell farm, Leighton Buzzard 4th – 6th Oct. 

I would like to tell you a little about an annual event that is one of the best kept secrets in 
the rallying calendar. Despite the fact that it appears in our Rally book as we as a Centre are 
invited, only 6 Berkshire vans made the trek to the 3rd Bucks Autumn Fair and a great 
weekend it was too. 

For those that have not been before the first thing to say is that this is not Octoberfest 
under another name; there are some ideas that have been carried over but the rally does 
have its own unique identity. Just over 100 vans attended the rally this year which is 
currently situated on the outskirts of Leighton Buzzard in Bedfordshire, the journey is not as 
onerous as you may have heard, I clocked the distance at 47 miles from Woodley to the rally 
site.  

The site owner has a farm shop directly opposite the site entrance which sells excellent 
quality produce and I understand that if you happen to mention you are on the rally you get 
5% off. 

If you don’t have work commitments the rally actually opens on the Thursday night, 
unfortunately we couldn’t make that but I hear the Elvis tribute / comedy act on that 
evening was very good. 

Friday night has developed into a talent evening and before everyone groans it was actually 
a really good night, amongst other things we had a hilarious Two Ronnie’s sketch from Dave 
& Yvonne Baber (guess who played which Ronnie) where Yvonne kept mixing up her dingles 
& dongles, Freddie’s last stand had Freddy Mercury’s in all shapes and guises appearing 
from every corner of the marquee and all of this was held together with some slick and 
comical compering from Nick & Karen. As well as the home grown acts from within the 
Centre we were also entertained by a couple of bands from local senior schools who were 
both exceptionally good, the evening ending up with the whole audience joining in with one 
of the school bands singing ‘Hey Jude’. 

On Saturday there were trade stands to browse along with craft and other stalls and a café 
in the central area, in the afternoon there was bingo for those that way inclined and 
activities in the marquee for the children. 

The main event on Saturday evening saw the market stalls open serving small portions of 
different food from around the world, there was actually enough for everyone to sample 
every stall so no need to go hungry and Berkshire’s very own Jon Young won first prize for 
his Liver & Mash. Following this was the main event where the group Two Tone entertained 
us with some excellent tunes and pretty well brought the house down at the end. 

The bar was open in the marquee each night with a choice of 4 different real ales and a 
doubles bar so no need to bring your own drink if you didn’t want to and there was room in 
the marquee for everyone to take chairs in although smaller chairs are appreciated. 

All too quickly Sunday morning came around and Eddie’s café was open for bacon butties 
and coffee followed by flag where Grenville the Club Chairman who had been guest of 
honour for the weekend praised the organisers for all their organisation and hard work, a 
sentiment that was echoed by everyone there. 

All in all a really enjoyable weekend and Lesley and I are already planning to go again next 
year and we hope to see more than 6 Berkshire members there next time. 

Steve & Lesley Moulds 
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Case of Pregnant Lady 

 

A lady about 8 months pregnant got on a bus. She noticed the man opposite 
her was smiling at her. 

She immediately moved to another seat. 
This time the smile turned into a grin. So she moved again. The man seemed 

more amused. 
 When on the fourth move, the man burst out laughing, she complained to the 

driver,  
and he had the man arrested. 

The case came up in court. The judge asked the man (about 20 years old) 
what he had to say for himself. The man replied, 

“Well your Honour, it was like this: 
When the lady got on the bus, I couldn’t help but notice she was pregnant. 
She sat down under a sign that said “the Double Mint Twins are coming “, 

and I grinned. “ 
Then she moved and sat under a sign that said “Logan’s Liniment will reduce 

the swelling”, and I had to smile” 
Then she placed herself under a deodorant sign that said, “William’s Big Stick 

did the trick’ and I could hardly contain myself.” 
“But your Honour, when she moved the fourth time and sat under a sign that 

said 
“Goodyear Rubber could have prevented this accident’... I just lost it.” 

 
 

“CASE DISSMISSED” 
 

 
 
 
 

Actual Australian Court Docket 12659 
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Moving on & up 

 

Hi All from Jerry Scarr & Barbara Green 
 

Wishing you all a very happy Xmas and prosperous 

New Year with lots of happy rallying times. 

We are now at, Thornton Le Dale, Nr Pickering, North Yorkshire. 

By May 2014 we hope to have all the conversion work done on the bungalow and be 

up and running a double room en suite B&B. 

If any of you are ever up our way please ring us and meet up. 01751 476740 

T T F N. 

Jerry & Barbara. 

 

PS Hoped to join the Yorkshire Club, sent an email 6 weeks ago and no reply!!! 

PPS Have had reply and are now Yorkshire members. (December) 

 

 

Thank you  
 

Thank you to all the Berkshire members who sent sympathy cards and 
messages of support following the death of my mother in the Philippines. 
 
Lottie, Alan & Sarah x   

 

 

 

Note to Rally Officers 

Please make sure when leaving your rally (whether it is on a field, in a local hall 
or school premises) that you should walk the field for rubbish and left behinds, 
also that you have cleaned anything you may have used and wipe tables and 
surfaces down. 
 
We are all responsible! 
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Primary Post 

I would like this space to be used by the youth of the centre. Anything will do - something you did or 
enjoyed etc. on your last rally out. 
 
Westfield Farm, Medmenham 27th – 29th Sept. 
 

On Friday I came to Medmenham with my sister Lily. We helped Grandad set up the 
caravan; I took the water barrel to get filled up. I watched Grandad get 
the legs down on the caravan. After dinner we went to the big tent and 
had some drink. 
 I played my IPod.  
Next day I did not want to go home so Mummy came to get Lily. 
I helped Grandad take the toilet, stinky thing! to empty it. We went for 
a walk along the river by the cornfield; I watched Steve (Moulds) fish 
and I held a maggot. 
On that night we went to the big tent and had dinner, I helped Chris 
(Bevan) put up his leaflets (Winner Takes All). 
Next day at the meeting (Flag), I won the kids competition and got a 
massive bag of sweets and ate four packets there. 
 

Charlie Age 8 (Grandchild of Ian & Karen Douglas) 

 
 
 
Furze Platt School, Maidenhead, Christmas Party 13-15th Dec.  
 

I had my first trip with Grandma & Grandad. 
I came home from dance and got in Grandad’s car with Grandma. 
I played in the big hall with lots of my new friends; I went to sleep in my little 
bed and my new jammies. 
I love Grandmas caravan and Grandads car. 
 
Christina Age 2 & 10 months. 
(Keith & Jackie Stevens Grandchild) 
 
 
Dear Santa and Berkshire Centre 
  
Thank you for the Christmas Party there was so much to do; we all (except Bobby) made 
lovely decorations and cards. 
 Thank you Santa, for the lovely presents.  We all had a good time 
 Thank You and Merry Christmas 
  
James, Bradley, Ashton and Bobby Dopson x 
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Cancelling a rally booking 

If you need to cancel a rally booking, please phone the rally officers-don’t send a text or email. 

This is to ensure that no cancellations are missed due to technology failure or delays. 

Please give the Rally Officers as much notice as you can.  

Cancellations cannot be accepted by text or email. 

The Berkshire website (www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk) is a 

great place to look up any forthcoming rallies or 

updates/cancellations, also our very own David Bailey’s (Dave Tuthill / 

Ian Grover) have lots of photos to browse over.  

Do you have photos that you have taken and would like them to go on 

the website, forward them by email to berkshirecc@gmail.com 

 

Rally Book highlights over the next couple of months. 

 Chinese New Year, Wargrave 7-9
th

 Feb. 

 Birthday/Valentine’s 14-16
th

 Feb.   

 Gourmet Meal, Wargrave 7-9
th

 March  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan announces that they will no longer consume whale meat as whales are 
on the verge of extinction, and the scientific research fleet will become 
unemployed. 

The UK Government has told the Japanese that Grey Squirrels taste just like 
Whale meat.  

Ann Rolls 

It was with sadness that the Centre heard that Ann Rolls passed away on 30th 

December 2013.  Ann and her late husband Albert were Upper Thames 

members and were frequent visitors on the Berkshire rally field. 

Ann continued to rally after Albert died in 2012 and, in October 2013, achieved 

their ambition of attending 1000 rallies – you may have seen Ann’s photo 

recently in the Club Magazine.  Our thoughts are with Ann’s family at this sad 

time. 

  

http://www.berkshirecentrecaravanclub.co.uk/
mailto:berkshirecc@gmail.com
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THE JOYS OF PUPPY WALKING 

 

I puppy walk Abby, a beautiful black Lab-Retriever bitch, that is owned by 
Guide Dogs for the Blind association (GDBA). She came to live in our home at 
about 7 weeks old and stays with us for about one year – I call it “Primary 
School” – making sure that Abby has lots of fun learning by doing, gradually 
building up her skills and confidence levels.  
 
Guide Dogs make sure that she has all of the necessary injections and is micro 
chipped. They also provide all of her food and a Supervisor to support me 
during this training year. All of her training is geared to her future working life. 
As a Guide Dog in training she needs to experience as many different situations 
as possible: shopping, visiting the library, having coffee with friends (2 and 4 
legged!) even church services as well as travelling in the car, on the bus, on the 
train and of course in the camper van! She has to learn to settle and not 
demand attention or receive “snacks” from passers-by – no matter how well 
intended. 
 
We can take Abby everywhere we go. On my first rally at Marlow, Abby at 9 
weeks, was so small that I had to carry her to the pub for lunch. By 
Medmenham, my second rally, Abby at 14 weeks, was now a more confident 
adolescent experiencing the joys of free-running off the lead – my joy slightly 
less in getting her to come back to my whistle – more practice needed! 
 
So you’ll see us out and about at rallies going where “private” dogs are often 
not permitted (at rally socials). It’s all to help the blind person in the future as 
they will usually be allowed to enter gatherings/functions with their guide dog 
helper. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and consideration – and if you want to talk 
about guide dog puppy walking, sponsoring a guide dog or anything else, just 
ask me! More news on Abby as her year unfolds – pictures on the Berkshire 
web site. 
 
 

Carole Arrowsmith 
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Regional AGM - Berkshire host 

Furze Platt School, Maidenhead, 15-17th Nov. 

Pauline and I left home early on Friday to miss the traffic. We parked up in a 
lay-by south of Maidenhead town centre, we liaised with Alan and Lottie then 
arrived at the school to find some of the committee and rally officers on site. 
We parked and set up. 
Some of us set out the caravan parking bays. The ralliers started to arrive, 
Jackie supplied us with tea to keep us going, the weather was kind to us all, not 
wet and not overly cold. 
While this was going on the regional committee was setting up the hall for the 
cheese and wine evening. 
Berks. worked well as a team and within a couple of hours 60+ units had been 
sited. 
The evening went very well with a lot of money being raised for the BBC 
Children in Need. (Just over £600.00 I believe) 
Sat. morning an events meeting was held and the hall was set up for the 
regional AGM. The meeting went well with input from Caravan Club vice-
chairmen, Walter Girven and Rodney Lambert. 
Jane and myself attended a short Regional Council meeting after the AGM, and 
then helped the others set up the hall with the rest of the committee. All the 
time this was happening the chef (Dave T) and chefette’s were hard at work in 
the kitchen preparing the evening meal. 
The band The Sidewinders, arrived and set up. The meal was lovely (sausages 
tasted like chicken) and went down well, like the band. 
The Berkshire Committee were thanked at flag for their efforts. The weekend 
was a success all round.  
 

David Saunders (Vice chair.)       
    

 

 Look After Me -Rally Equipment  

Please can all Rally Officers/fellow ralliers take care when using and packing away any of the 
Centre’s equipment. When returning equipment please ensure Gazebos / Party Tents are dry and 
folded how you would wish to find them, Urns should be clean and wiped out and please keep 
equipment together where possible. (Lights /cables)  
Should any equipment get damaged when in use please just let Dave Tuthill know (Equipment 
Officer) so that arrangements can be made to get it repaired or replaced. 
Many thanks  
 

The Committee    
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Handy Hint 

Or old wives tale!! 

One of Britain's leading academic societies to is to investigate whether spiders really are 
frightened of conkers.  
The Royal Society of Chemistry says it has been contacted by terrified members of the 
public desperate to find a way of keeping the eight legged creatures out of their homes.  
Many want to know whether there is any truth in the old wives' tale that spiders have a 
morbid fear of horse chestnuts and that leaving conkers on window ledges and under sofas 
harmlessly stops the creatures in their tracks.  
 
Creepy crawly: Do conkers on the windowsill really keep spiders away? 
The RSC is offering £300 to anyone who can back the claims with persuasive evidence that 
'conkerphobia' really exists. 
The 46,000-member society is also carrying out a trial of conkers in the homes of its staff, 
consulting biologists and insect and spider experts. 
John Edwards, of the RSC, said: 'we have been told by external contacts that conkers do 
prevent invasion by spiders.  
'Apparently they have to be fairly fresh to have their deterrent effect.’  
'But there are claims on the web, pardon the pun, that spiders don't like them at all and steer 
clear - which to those suffering arachnophobia is great news.' 
According to folklore, leaving conkers near doors or on window ledges prevents arachnids 
scuttling into homes.  
Some people recommend placing them in the corner of rooms and behind pieces of 
furniture.  
 
Experts will be consulted to find out whether conkers repel spiders. 

Supporters of the conker theory say the fruits have to be fresh - otherwise the spiders start 
to return.  
One woman contacted the RSC to say: 'I’m terrified of spiders and have left fresh conkers 
round my home since early September after hearing about this old wives tale a couple of 
months ago.’  
'For me it worked as 24 hours after placing the conkers near to doorways and windows all 
the spiders cleared off.' 
The most plausible explanation - if conkers do prove to deter spiders - is that the fruit 
contains a chemical that spiders hate.  
Members of the public are invited to send photographic or video evidence, or supported 
written accounts, to the RSC at Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, by October 31.  
However, the RSC may have picked the wrong year to carry out its experiment.  
This autumn has seen a bumper crop of spiders entering British homes and spinning webs in 
gardens.  
Experts say the relatively sunny June and September has boosted numbers. Horse chestnut 
trees, in contrast, are having miserable time and are producing tiny yields of conkers.  
The poor crop is being blamed on the horse chestnut leaf miner moth which attacks trees 
and turns their leaves brown and shrivelled over the summer.  
Although infestation with the moth's caterpillar does not kill trees, it can weaken them and 
lead to a smaller than normal conker harvest.  
Spiders are most noticeable in September and October.  
Garden spiders grow to huge sizes before they lay their eggs, while bundles of tiny spiders 
begin to hatch.  
There are around 600 species of spider in the UK. Not only do they get rid of flies in the 
home, they provide a crucial source of food for birds such as the wren. 
The RSC has also launched a new service called ChemSpider, which has nothing to do with 
eight-legged beasties. 
ChemSpider is a free publicly available database providing access to 22million chemical 
structures.  
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For Sale 

2002: Swift Challenger 520, 4 berth, end bathroom, L shape lounge, 2 gas 
bottles,  
Electric cable on reel, Powrtouch mover, Tyron wheel-safety bands, 
 Al-ko locks/stabiliser, built in radio/CD player Price: £5,850 o.v.n.o 
Contact Berkshire Centre for more details 
 

 
 

Christmas Party Rally report  

Furze Platt School, Maidenhead 13th – 15th Dec. 

Pauline and I would like to thank Lottie and Alan McNeil for the fantastic Curry evening meal 
and fresh fruit sweet put on for the ralliers in aid of the Philippines appeal fund on the 
Friday evening that raised so much cash for such a devastating disaster. I Know Alan & Lottie 
were overwhelmed by the generosity from our own Centre and the visitors ‘Bucks’ 
The work they put in to the evening meal was outstanding and I am sure was fully 
appreciated by all, raising a fantastic amount for the appeal. 
Saturday brought on a Christmas party in the afternoon for the children 
with face painting, games, bouncy castle and party food, to end with a unique 
little elf direct from Father Christmas’s workshop pushing Santa into the party on a wheeled 
trolley.  He sat on a classic chrome chair with massive amount of presents for all the 
children waving his arms proclaiming ‘Ho-Ho-Ho’. 
While this was in full progress, it was all hands to the deck to decorate the main 
hall for the evening Christmas meal & entertainment disco. The basic School 
Stage and floor area was shortly transformed into an exclusive venue that would  
match any exclusive club or restaurant. 
Chef Dave produced a three course Christmas meal of outstanding quality with 
his chefettes serving everyone to a standard one would expect to find in any high class 
restaurant or club. 
Thank you to the Rally Officers Viv & Jim Young and Jane & Dave Tuthill with all the 
help from the committee and members.  To put on an extravaganza like this takes 
considerable planning, also lengthy discussions, getting agreement can sometimes get a 
little fraught. But it all came together giving everyone a splendid weekend. 
I also would like to thank Bucks for the spirit in which they entered into it making the event 
exceptionally pleasurably. Equally Martin who supplied a very professional disco that was 
enjoyed by all. 
As some of you may have noticed I suffered great difficulty over the weekend 
in walking & had excruciating pain, that in the early hours of Sunday morning led to the 
paramedics being called.  My thanks to Mr Cable (Bucks) who offered to  
tow my van home as did Mr Ward and all other offers of help. Apologies to Lottie 
& Alan McNeil whom were up with me most of the night 
 

Thanks to everyone whom made this possible                        Chris Bevan     

mailto:berkshirecc@gmail.com?subject=Swift%20Challenger%20details%20requested
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Most Wanted 

 

Please if you could spare 10mins. of your valuable time to run up a rally report 
it would be fantastic to hear from you.  Your news/your reviews  
Calling all rally officers - would you like a rally report done on your rally - just 
ask one of your ralliers at flag to put one forward? 
 

bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com 
 

DEC Philippines Typhoon Appeal. 
 

Firstly thanks to Ian Grover so much for helping put the admin side of the fundraiser 
together.  
Alan and Lottie McNeil are Berkshire Centre Caravan Club members; Alan being a 
committee member, Lottie originates from Surigao City, Mindanao Island in The 
Philippines. Although their family were not too badly affected by the Typhoon that 
struck the Philippines on 8th November they felt they had to do something in order 
to raise funds apart from just donating money themselves. 
The Berkshire Centre Xmas Party Caravan Rally was used as an event to make an 
appeal to the attending ralliers as a fund raising event on the Friday evening prior to 
the Saturday night Xmas Dinner. Alan & Lottie felt that if they bought the food to 
prepare a meal and ask for a donation then the money they spent on food would 
make more money that way. 
Lottie prepared and cooked a chicken Curry and a dessert of fruit salad, the fruit 
salad being laced with Lottie's special ingredient of coconut strings imported from 
the Philippines. 
The Berkshire Centre donated a Reading Caravans voucher which was sold as a 50 
numbered square raffle at £1 a go.  
The Berkshire Centre members as usual came good as did invited members from the 
Buckinghamshire Centre as they dug deep into their pockets. The Curry and Fruit 
salad were greatly received and along with other generous donations from members 
the total raised for the evening was £526. 
Alan & Lottie thank everyone that helped and donated from the bottom of their 
heart. 
   
Kind Regards 
 
Alan McNeil 
  

mailto:bccnewsletter.bcc@gmail.com
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New Year Rally report  

The Kiln, Badshot Lea 28th – 1st Jan. 
 
 
 

 

When Jackie asked me on New Year's Day to put a few words together for the Stag I 

must have still been slightly hung-over because I said yes and this morning (some 6 

days later) the poor girl had to chase me and guess what I had completely forgotten.  

So in haste I put a few words together as I believe Jane (Tuthill) is anxious to 'go to 

print'. 

 

The Rally Officers kept the ralliers entertained with various fun activities throughout 

this rally.  We had a baffle raffle on 28th, horse racing on 29th, music quiz on 30th as 

well as bingo, bacon butties and soup in between times. 

 

It was great also that the children had space to let off steam.  Their room did look like 

a bomb had dropped on it at times, but it wasn't a problem that a broom and very 

large black bag couldn't sort out.  Pass the parcel was fun for them even though 

Pauline seemed to have developed a problem with a bug or two in her hair whilst this 

was taking place.   She tells us it was her way to ensure each child got to open a 

wrapper, so we believe her - just this time!! 

 

The big finale on 31st was amazing.  How they managed to produce a hot meal with 

the very, very limited cooking facilities was brilliant.  But I have been told that Dave is 

a dab hand with the BBQ (as I believe he has loads to practise on) so maybe he 

gave the rest of the team some tips - or maybe not!!!   The hall was transformed on 

New Year’s Eve with colourfully set tables, laser lights and Mr Eden with the able 

assistance of Mr Baldwin on the disco keeping folks up dancing towards midnight & 

long after. 

 

I have never run a New Year's rally but can only imagine the amount of planning that 

it takes to do one & grafting involved when these events actually takes place. The 

Rally Officers Dave & Pauline Saunders, Lesley & Steve Dady, Jackie & Keith 

Stevens did a splendid job.  With many thanks from all the ralliers at this event & a 

big WELL DONE.  

 
 

Diane Haynes 
 

 

 

Diane also has forgotten to tell you that she supplied tray bakes for her birthday on 

the Saturday eve. (For that we thank you Diane)   
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Jane’s Jottings – Chairman’s Chat 

Where has the time gone since the last time I jotted my jottings just before the AGM?  Things have 
been so busy I can’t believe it’s now the middle of January. 

Following the AGM, I was delighted to again have the support of a full committee for my second year 

as Chairman.  Your help and support at the Regional AGM rally was greatly appreciated, enabling this 

rally to run so smoothly.  And what a great weekend that was; the cheese and wine evening 

provided by the Region on the Friday night, the AGM on Saturday afternoon and then the social in 

the evening with a three course meal and dancing to a live band.  Well done to Dave Saunders for 

finding Sidewinders – a band I’m sure we’ll hear in the Centre again in the future.  I felt so proud to 

be Chairman of the Berkshire Centre that weekend and I’m sure we made a good impression on the 

other Centres attending. 

The committee rose to the occasion again at the Christmas Party rally providing much needed help 

and assistance during the weekend.  Caravans were sited, the hall decorated, food served and (best 

of all to my mind) the washing up done after the Christmas dinner on Saturday night whilst Dave and 

I ate our dinner.  It was also interesting so see how much Abby, the Arrowsmith’s guide dog puppy, 

has grown since her first rally at Little Marlow when she was about 8 weeks old.  Inviting the 

Buckinghamshire Centre to the rally doubled our caravan numbers (and seemed to multiply the 

number of children by a factor of 100!) and a good time was had by all.  Thank you to Vivienne and 

her helpers for organising the Children’s Christmas Party on Saturday afternoon and thank you to 

Father Christmas and his little elf for visiting the children.  Alan & Lottie’s suggestion of cooking a 

curry and fruit salad on the Friday night to raise funds for the Philippines Typhoon Appeal was well 

received and a wonderful amount of money raised for a cause so close to their hearts. 

The New Year’s rally at The Kiln, Badshot Lea was another excellent rally.  Once we’d arrived we 

could forget the rubbish stormy weather and have some really good socials - though I’m not quite 

sure what the members of the Aldershot Model Car Club thought of the ralliers going into The Kiln in 

their PJs for breakfast on the Sunday morning!  What an excellent meal we had on New Year’s Eve – 

well done to Dave & Pauline, Keith & Jackie and Steve & Lesley. 

On a very sad personal note, Dave’s Mum Cynthia passed away on 30th November.  Ted and Cynthia 

had been members of the Berkshire Centre since 1980 and attended 1350 rallies before selling their 

caravan late in 2012.  Ted and Dave would like to thank everyone for their cards and messages of 

sympathy and for the donations received for the Air Ambulance and to the caravanning friends who 

came to Cynthia’s funeral. 

Looking ahead – the 2014 rally year is already under way.  The rally books have been distributed and 

the website has the full programme available for you to book online.  Please support the Rally 

Officers who have volunteered their time and thank you to the five couples who will be running their 

first rally this year. 

 

Until next time……… 

Jane  
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Saleable Equipment  

All at competitive prices. 

Saleable Equipment will be for sale at every rally usually at flag, but if needed can be bought 

at any time over the weekend, just ask your rally officers who is holding the saleable 

equipment that weekend. 

 

 

Aqua Kem Blue 2Lt.                       £9.00 

Aqua Rinse Pink 1.5Lt.                   £7.50 

Aqua Kem Sachets 450g              £11.50 

 

 

Next issue 

April, any correspondence to me no later than mid-March please. 

Many thanks to all the members for their input, submitted to this issue.                    

Jackie. 

 

ACORN STAIRLIFT FOR SALE 

 Straight run against left hand side staircase wall.   

 Fits to the stairs – not the wall.   

 Seat swivels to get on or off the lift 

 Folding arms, footrest and seat 

 Lower section of rail hinges out of the way for access to 

doorway at foot of stairs 

 Two remote controls.   

 Easy to install by DIYer 

 Can deliver and install in Reading area (excluding any 

special electrics – plugs into standard 13 amp socket) 

 Excellent condition – 8 months old, hardly used.  

 £750 

 Please phone Dave on 0118 969 0961 for more details 
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Extra Rally Books 

How many times have you left your rally book at home while away, 

held hostage locked up in storage or in the caravan when 

travelling? Keep the information to hand. 

Why not have a spare copy for the car or at home to have at hand 

whenever, wherever. 

Extra copies can be obtained from Jim Young (saleable equipment) 

or ask Jane or Dave Tuthill. 

Extra copy costs £2.00                          By Post £3.25  

 

 

 

Calling all Golfers 

We have been asked if the Berkshire centre would like to join Gloucestershire, 

Upper Thames and Wiltshire in an Annual Inter-Centre Golf Competition. 

These are the Centres which already compete in the Inter-Centre fishing 

competition. 

Things/details are very sketchy at the moment but what we need to know is 

whether any of you budding golfers are interested and how many of you. 

Our own golf rallies were not very well supported the last few times and have 

not been held in recent years but this year the golf competition has been 

reintroduced at the same time as the competition with 

Buckinghamshire for the Challenge Trophy. 

Please let David Tuthill know ASAP if you would be 

interested in taking part in a new Inter-Centre Golf 

Competition.  

Watch this space…. 

 


